











Kaboom Kids

CINEMA PETIT (3+)
Sunday 23 March | 10:00 | Slachtstraat Cinema 2 | Utrecht | 55’
Sunday 30 March | 11:30 | Eye Cinema 2 | Amsterdam | 55’

You’re never too young for a good time and the cinemal! Infinitely
charming animated short films for the littlest ones.

Hoofs on Skates | Ignas Meilunas | Lithuania | 2024 | 12’
Orchestra | Mariam Qortua | Georgia | 2023 | 2’

Hello Summer | Martin Smatana, Veronika Zacharova | Slovakia,
Czech Republic, France | 2024 | 11’

Shallow Dream | Marina Suzuki | Japan | 2024 | 3’ %

The Girl with the Occupied Eyes | André Carrilho | Portugal |
2024 | &

Hello! | Dakyoung Lee | South Korea | 2023 | 2’

The Night Tunnel | Annechien Strouven | Belgium, France | 2024
|9

Animanimusical | Julia Ocker | Germany | 2024 | 3’

* = student film

Kaboom Kids

SHORT SWEETS (6+)
Sunday 23 March | 11:30 | Slachtstraat Cinema 2 | Utrecht | 70’

O sweet summer childs! A supercool selection of both sweet
shorts and short sweets for kids of ages 6 and up. In the cinema
these films will be live dubbed in Dutch.

Baking With Boris | Masa Avramovi¢ | France | Switzerland |
Croatia | 2023 | 8’

Just Little Imps | Students from Highschool of Escola Bésica
Maria Pais Ribeiro - A Ribeirinha | Leonor Pacheco | Dimitri
Mihajlovic | Portugal | 2023 | 3’

Lola and the Sound Piano | Augusto Zanovello | France | Poland |
Switzerland | 2024 | 28’

A Walk Into the Afterlife | Jiyun Jeong | Luxembourg | 2024 | 4’ %
The Genie in the Bottle | Thomas Leclercq | Belgium | France |
2024 |9’

The Night Boots | Pierre-Luc Granjon | France | 2024 | 12’

The Refusers | Wiep Teeuwisse | The Netherlands | 2024 | 3’

* = student film

Hoofs on Skates

Baking With Boris
s



Kaboom Kids
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VICTOR VLEERMUIS
Patrick Raats, Sarah Sutter | The Netherlands | 2024
Sunday 23 March | 10:15 | Slachtstraat Cinema 3 | Utrecht | 80’

A bat afraid of the dark, can it be? Well, in case of the little bat
Benjamin: yes. His big brothers find him strange and his father is
agitated, because soon Benjamin will have to go out to find his own
food. No one understands
his sensitive nature and his
love for singing. Singing is
for birds, the bats’ sworn
enemies. One day, everything
changes when Benjamin
meets the tropical songbird
Sherida. Benjamin will need
all the courage he can muster
to save his new friend and
stand up for who he is.
Dutch, no subtitles.

DIKKIE DIK 2: EEN NIEUWE VRIEND VOOR DIKKIE DIK
Joost van den Bosch, Erik Verkerk | The Netherlands | 2024
Sunday 30 March | 10:00 | Eye Cinema 2 | Amsterdam | 60’

3
Tummy Tom is back for his second theatrical adventure! Together In het Fllmjaarboek 2
with Cat Mouse, he discovers something incredible: snow! But X ] .

they also discover a vind je beSChrl_]Vlngen
new neighbour: a big,

noisy dog.

Dutch, no subtitles. *

films die in 2024 in Nedétland
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Exhibitions

AR EXHIBITION: | RESIST!
28 February - 25 March | Stadskantoor Utrecht

It has quickly become a tradition: our AR exhibition in Utrecht’s
Stadskantoor in collaboration with Animated Women/World and
The lllustration Embassy. And rightly so, because there’s so much
creativity going on in people’s minds!

We asked animators, illustrators, or all-round creatives from
all over the world to submit a 5-30 second animation, paired
with bold artwork, that explores what it means to stand firm,
question, and incite change. What is their view on “resistance”
and “disruption”? Luckily, Kaboom’s call was irresistable and
submissions came flying in! The results - enhanced with an
augmented reality layer - are for you to discover.

This exhibition is freely accessible during the opening hours of
the Stadskantoor.

No means No, Britt Raes

Exhibitions

EXPO MARTHA COLBURN: STOP, ACTION, VISION
until 13 April 2025 | Dat Bolwerck | Zutphen

In close collaboration with Luxor Theatre Zutphen and Eye
Filmmuseum Amsterdam, Dat Bolwerck is showcasing the
kaleidoscopic work of filmmaker and visual artist Martha Colburn
(USA, 1971) until 13 April 2025. This extensive presentation
includes iconic films as well as a remarkable new video work.

Layer by layer, thought by thought, Martha Colburn’s

new paintings have taken shape over a long time. These

works incorporate unsettling news headlines from recent

years, fragments from Colburn’s personal life, and playful
interpretations of iconic imagery. A skull, a tank. A teddy bear,

a ballerina in a balaclava. Jagged female genitalia become a
powerful symbol, sewn into the American flag. These are images
that are universally recognisable - both timely and timeless.

In addition to showcasing some of Colburn’s iconic videos, such
as Dolls versus Dictators (2011), Triumph of the Wild (2009), and
Day of the Dutch (2015), the exhibition also features an entirely
new immersive video work, displayed in the medieval cellar of
Dat Bolwerck.




KABOOM INDUSTRY DAYS

25-26 March | HKU Media | Utrecht

Step right up and enter the beating heart of the animation world!
The Kaboom Industry Days 2025 are your platform for inspiration,
networking, and industry know-how. Whether you're a student, a

seasoned pro, a daring freelancer or a studio head, this is where

you need to be.

INDUSTRY DAY 1: KABOOM CAMP

Doors open

Kaboom Camp Kick Off & Swan Gods and Slugs |
Auditorium

Best Showreels Loop | Mobile Cinema
Coffee Break | Atrium

Debutants Meet Studios: One-on-One Meetings |
Meeting room, invitation only

Animation Toolbox | Auditorium
Coffee Break | Atrium

Directors Talk: Choose Your Own Adventure |
Auditorium

Table Talks: Break the Ice | Meeting room, open
registration

Coffee Break | Atrium

The Best Showreels Screening & Contest |
Auditorium

New Talents’ Screen Takeover | Auditorium

Debutants Ball & Afterparty | EKKO
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Kaboom Industry Days

INDUSTRY DAY 2: KABOOM PRO

Doors open | Auditorium

Kaboom PRO Opening & New Opportunities for
Animation | Auditorium

Best Showreels Loop | Mobile Cinema
Coffee Break | Atrium

Animation Industry Meeting (Animatie Sector
Overleg) | Meeting room, in Dutch, invitation only

Masterclass: Bringing Original IPs to Life (Real
Examples Included!) | Auditorium

Lunch Break | Atrium

Kaboom PRO Meet Up Space | Atrium, open
registration

Benelux Animation Pitch | Auditorium
Coffee Break | Atrium

Benelux Animation Pitch: One-on-one Meetings |
Meeting room, invitation only

The Best Is Yet to Come: Fresh Dutch Titles on the
Circuit | Auditorium

Dutch Animation Schools Working Session |
Meeting room upstairs, invitation only

Industry Drinks | Atrium
Benelux Co-Production Dinner | Hygge, invitation

only
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Kaboom Industry Days

DAY 1: KABOOM CAMP

Your ultimate industry crash course! This is where young talents

and new voices shine. Expect a celebration of animation commu-
nity and exciting encounters with studios, mentors, and funders.

Don’t miss interactive ice-breaking roundtables and our all-time

favourite: Best Showreels Contest and the Debutants Ball.

KABOOM CAMP KICK OFF & SWAN GODS AND SLUGS
25 March | 10:30-11:45 | Auditorium

To start the day at Kaboom Camp on an inspiring note, we have
invited award-winning British director and writer Sophie Koko
Gate, who also created the electrifying poster for Kaboom
Animation Festival. Sophie will discuss finding her voice as a
filmmaker and writer, her main influences and attitude towards
the medium, and the balance of working commercially and
independently in the animation industry.

Sophie Koko Gate is a writer and animation director from Bath,

England. Her graduation film Half Wet (2014) screened at festivals

worldwide including SXSW, BFI, AFI, and Tate Modern. She has

Kaboom Industry Days

DEBUTANTS MEET STUDIOS: ONE-ON-ONE MEETINGS

25 March [ 12:00-13:30 | Meeting room, invitation only

A closed session for the selected upcoming Dutch animation talents
who get to meet up with various Dutch animation studios. To move on
further in their careers, the Debutants will present their portfolios,
get feedback on their work and ask burning questions to seasoned
industry professionals.

ANIMATION TOOLBOX

25 March | 12:15-13:45 | Auditorium

Ever wondered how to start your own studio? Or how to shape your
career after graduation as a freelance producer? Would you like to
build your (inter)national network, talk to the broadcasters, but you
don’t know how? We hope that the animation toolbox will make you
better equipped. Speakers: Wiep Teeuwisse (Tinsel Studio), Tatev
Martirosyan (freelance producer), Fay Breeman (Studio Camera),
Yassin Karmoudi (New Producers Academy, NPO).

Moderator: Anna Eijsbouts

made short films for Hulu, FX, Adult Swim, MTV, BBC and BFI. Her
animation Slug Life (2018) screened at Sundance and won awards
at SXSW, Ottawa and GLAS Animation festival. Her short Hotel
Kalura (2021) was screened on Hulu and won awards at Ottawa and
Indie Lisboa. She has curated animation for Adult Swim’s Off the
Air program entitled Moon and Eternal Family’s monthly program.
She has also directed the development of a feature film for Cartoon
Network and worked on her own animated TV series with Sony
Pictures Animation and Adult Swim.

Moderator: Anna Eijsbouts

BEST SHOWREELS LOOP

25 March | 10:30-18:00 | Mobile Cinema

What is better than a photo booth? An animation booth! Watch the
showreels of the ten selected debutants, which will be playing all
day in our intimate (2 seats only!) mobile cinema.
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Kaboom Industry Days

DIRECTORS TALK: CHOOSE YOUR OWN ADVENTURE

25 March | 14:15-15:45 | Auditorium

Navigating the complex animation industry can be overwhelming,
but you’re not alone! Three successful Benelux animation directors
will take the stage to share their diverse career pathways, the risks
they’ve taken along the way, and the lessons they’ve learned.

Meet the adventurers: Britt Raes is a Belgian director, screenwriter
and illustrator, making independent and commissioned work. Her
shorts Catherine (2016) and Luce and the Rock (2022) both went to
over 200 festivals and collected over 40 prizes. Based on Luce and
the Rock, she is currently creating a series. She’s also developing a
new short and regularly gives workshops at schools and festivals.
Carlo Vogele is a director, screenwriter, and a character animator.
Born in Luxembourg, he studied film and theatre arts before
focusing on animation. After graduating from Gobelins School,

he worked 7 years for Pixar in California, animating toys, cars,
monsters and Scottish lords. Back in Europe, Carlo wrote and
directed his first feature film Icarus, released in 2022.

Anna Eijsbouts is a Dutch award-winning animation director and
animator specializing in puppet and cut-out stop-motion animation.
Her filmography includes Hate for Sale (2017), Voting in the EU
(2019) and Regretting motherhood (2024). She is also a lecturer at
the Utrecht School of the Arts in Animation and Illustration.

TABLE TALKS: BREAKTHE ICE

25 March | 14:30-16:00 | Meeting room, open registration

This is not your classic institutions talk, students listen set up,
this is something different! Come to join us and engage in the
conversation at the interactive 20-minutes round tables dedicated
to the crucial industry topics. Talk with the Dutch Film Fund about
financing opportunities for the start of your career. Discover the
role and use of archival footage in animation with Sound & Vision.
Discuss nuances of negotiating your rate and working conditions
in the industry with DAMD. Explore talent development strategies
and trajectories: the film production-oriented ones with the New
Producers Academy, or, in the broader spectrum with the Studio
Camera. Speakers: Dutch Film Fund, Sound & Vision, New
Producers Academy, DAMD, Studio Camera.
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THE BEST SHOWREELS SCREENING & CONTEST

25 March | 16:15-17:15 | Auditorium

The category is... innovation and new talent! Welcome to an open
screening in which selected graduates from Dutch animation schools
share their work on the big screen. Whether you are a studio looking
for fresh talent or just an animation enthusiast, The Best Showreels
Screening & Contest is the golden hour of the day.

Selected Debutants: llja Bertrand, Tjeerd Boersma, Max Gierkink,
Michael Hauwert, Julianna Misincsuk, Kayne Mosch, Martina
Lauria, Lonneke Thijs, Mandie van Yperen and Naomi Voet.
Moderator: Roloff de Jeu

NEW TALENTS’ SCREEN TAKEOVER

25 March | 17:15-18:00 | Auditorium

Are you the next superstar in animation? For all students who want
to showcase their work but are not sure how, we have an open screen
for anyone who is willing to reveal their talent to the world, with

a unique chance to receive real-time feedback from established
industry members. Whether you want to showcase a quick scene,

a showreel, or just an animation concept, you are welcome to join.
Therefore, prepare your USB-sticks and get ready to show your best
moves! Moderator: Roloff de Jeu

DEBUTANTS BALL & AFTERPARTY

25 March | 18:30-21:00 | EKKO

And the Debutants Showreel contest winner is...but wait! There
are also party lights, drinks, music and good vibes to wrap up

the insightful day at Kaboom Camp. Come over to celebrate
emerging animation talents, cheer for the Best Debutant Showreel
announcement and have a good time with us!
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DAY 2: KABOOM PRO

From deep-dive presentations to expert sessions and one-on-one
meetings, Kaboom PRO is the place for Dutch and international

professionals to connect and collaborate. We're over the moon to
launch the pilot edition of Benelux Animation Pitch, a brand-new
initiative strengthening and consolidating talents from the region.

KABOOM PRO OPENING & NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR
ANIMATION

26 March | 10:00-11:00 | Auditorium

Let’s begin the day with some good news. In this session, we’ll
catch up on the latest opportunities in the animation industry

- including the launch of a new funding scheme for animated
specials, the development of a Benelux brand uniting forces to
promote valuable films from the region, and more info on

De Vrijplaats; a workshop program for animation professionals
that want to get help with their research and/or the development
of their project. De Vrijplaats is a collaboration between Kaboom
Animation Festival and FilmForward.

Speakers: Jeanine Hage (CoBO Fund), Bruno Felix (Submarine),
Dana Linssen and Dymme Plomp (FilmForward).

Moderator: Anna Eijsbouts

BEST SHOWREELS LOOP

26 March | 10:00-18:00 | Mobile Cinema

What is better than a photo booth? An animation booth! Watch the
showreels of the ten selected debutants, which will be playing all
day in our intimate (2 seats only!) mobile cinema.

ANIMATION INDUSTRY MEETING (ANIMATIE SECTOR
OVERLEG)

26 March | 11:15-12:45 | Meeting room, in Dutch, invitation only

In a closed session, the Dutch animation sector gathers to discuss
current issues and work together to help the industry move ahead.
In collaboration with NAPA and the Dutch Academy for Film.
Moderator: Doreen Boonekamp
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MASTERCLASS: BRINGING ORIGINAL IPS TO LIFE (REAL
EXAMPLES INCLUDED!)

26 March | 11:30-12:30 | Auditorium

Every project Perrine Gauthier chooses to develop as a producer

is completely different to the other - visual style, theme, tone,
technique, format... But they do have one thing in common: they’re all
original creations. While franchises have been flooding the animation
market for years, Perrine’s masterclass delves into the ways authors
and producers collaborate to bring new characters and worlds to

life, and to turn them into one-of-a-kind, strong international IPs.
Featuring Britt Raes’ anticipated series debut Luce in the lovely land
and Joeri Christiaen’s Cartoon Forum hit Special A lamb’s stew!
Perrine Gauthier develops and produces animated films and series
as partner of Thuristar in Belgium, and co-founder of La Cabane in
France. Her recent credits include the International Emmy-nominated
series Mush-Mush and the Mushables, directed by Joeri Christiaen,
and the short film Luce and the rock by Britt Raes, which has been
selected for more than 200 festivals worldwide. Perrine is currently
developing two beautiful new series and an exciting Special with
talented authors and a wonderful team!

Moderator: Anna Eijsbouts

KABOOM PRO MEET UP SPACE

26 March | 13:00-16:30 | Atrium

Did you spot an exciting name in the guest list and needed a space
and moment to approach them for a talk? Is there a peer or a
partner who you’d be interested in speaking with or would like to
meet and suggest a potential collaboration? This moment is for you
to act! Come to our Kaboom PRO Meet up space for the animation
professionals and make connections with international guests. No
prior registration is required.
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Kaboom Industry Days

BENELUX ANIMATION PITCH

26 March | 13:15-15:00 | Auditorium

Discover 10 projects selected for the very first edition of Benelux
Animation Pitch! The event serves as a platform for showcasing
animated short and feature films from the Netherlands, Belgium,
and Luxembourg. Designed for projects in the early stages of
development, it connects creators with key decision makers,
fostering collaboration opportunities within the region.
Moderator: Fay Breeman

BENELUX ANIMATION PITCH - OFFICIAL SELECTION
Dogfight, dir. Guido Duijn, prod. Sem Assink, the Netherlands/
Denmark

DOM, dir. Weronika Marianna Siwiec, prod. Richard Valk, the
Netherlands/Poland

One Day Fly, dir. Frits Standaert, prod. Laure Van Medegael,
Belgium

Runners, dir. Remco Polman, prod. Jantiene de Kroon, the
Netherlands

Rudy - The Flying Boy Prophecy, dir. Vincent Kesteloot, prod.
Valentin Gregoire, Belgium

The Pigsty, dir. Philip Ullman, prod. Manon Bovenkerk, the
Netherlands

The Pitch, dir. and prod. Hyobin Kang, the Netherlands

There Was No Sex in USRR, dir. Alina Milkina, prod. Peter
Lindhout, the Netherlands

Viewing Cabin with Many Windows, dir. and prod. Ivar van
Bekkum and Esther Polak, the Netherlands

What about you?, dir. Mai Calon, prod. Brecht Van Elslande,

Belgium
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BENELUX ANIMATION PITCH: ONE-ON-ONE MEETINGS
26 March | 15:15-17:15 | Meeting room, invitation only

In a closed session, the participants of the Benelux Animation
Pitch will have the chance to have the dedicated pre-arranged one-
on-one meetings with the invited decision-makers from Belgium,
Netherlands and Luxembourg to discuss their projects and foster
potential future collaborations.

THE BEST IS YETTO COME: FRESH DUTCH TITLES ON THE
CIRCUIT

26 March | 15:30-17:00 | Auditorium

Take a look behind the scenes of some of the most anticipated
productions from the Netherlands! Director Janneke Swinkels will
present her freshly completed stop-motion short Murmuration.
Patrick Chin will guide us through his upcoming feature film in
development, Faya - Journey to Freedom. Finally, we will dive into the
medieval world of The King and the Thief, Albert ‘t Hooft’s newest
feature, currently in production.

Speakers: Patrick Chin, Janneke Swinkels, Albert ‘t Hooft

Murmuration
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DUTCH ANIMATION SCHOOLS WORKING SESSION

26 March | 16:00-17:30 | Meeting room upstairs, invitation only
During this session, heads of animation departments of Dutch
schools dive deep into their school curriculums and diverse
educational approaches. How can they create a compelling yet
accessible educational program? How can they stay connected to the
fast-evolving animation industry and its changing demands? Working
together to establish standards for high-quality internships and
developing a joint plan for visits by external practitioners could be
the first steps.

Moderator: Anna Eijsbouts

INDUSTRY DRINKS

26 March | 17:00-18:30 | Atrium

Let’s wrap up the day with a networking drink! This year, the event
will also feature the announcement of the Best Benelux Pitch Award
winner - come to celebrate and meet the talents behind the most
impressive pitch!

Hosted by NAPA, DAMD and DAFF.

BENELUX CO-PRODUCTION DINNER

26 March | 19:00-20:30 | Hygge, invitation only

When producing an animation film, the best co-productions are
based not only on funding opportunities, match of technique and
project timelines but also on mutual trust, good knowledge of each
other’s production landscapes and similar creative taste. Well,
tasting the dinner together helps as well!

Industry Days Partners: HKU, Dutch Film Fund, CFAP, DAFF, NAPA,
DAMD, SEE NL, Toon Boom, Sound & Vision, Studio Camera,
Indyvideo, Leiden Shorts, European Short Pitch, Submarine.
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